only be purchased by those with a specific interest in the field. On the other hand, as a book for the department library I believe it would be a very worthwhile investment and recommend it.
M. Corkeron Townsville, Queensland Bronchoscopy Simulator. www.ThoracicAnesthesia.
com Accessed November 2007. The bronchoscopy simulator is a free resource provided by ThoracicAnesthesia.com, which is a free not for profit Continuing Medical Education activity available to anaesthetists and any physicians with an interest in this area.
The user must first perform a "bronchial anatomy quiz" which assesses knowledge of tracheobronchial anatomy and lung isolation for thoracic anaesthesia. Following completion of the quiz, the user has unlimited access to the bronchoscopy simulator which is an interactive teaching simulation of fibreoptic bronchoscopy.
The simulator itself is an excellent learning tool, as bronchial anatomy is a topic which is not well covered in textbooks and is difficult to conceptualise in the two-dimensional views as presented in a conventional textbook. The simulator provides excellent realtime video of the tracheobronchial tree, down to the level of segmental bronchi and the user controls and directs the fibrescope into the airway of interest. Each bronchus is labelled clearly and identifying features are highlighted. Following completion of the simulator the user can retake the quiz in order to assess the degree of learning that has occurred. I found the simulator to be an excellent refresher on bronchial anatomy and I believe the simulator developers have achieved their aim of providing the user with a new appreciation of the tracheobronchial tree.
m. heaney Perth, Western Australia
